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poli ical reorganisation Gf Oriesa he divided it info a coastal area which, as tiie 
Moghulbandi, came under direct Moghul rule and a hilly tract in which the chiefs were 
acknowledged . as semi-autonomous rdjas. the most powerful of them being the 
RAajas of Mayurbhan]j -and- Kuvonjhar. Ramacandra was confirmed in his own 
ZamindaAar, lying west of the Cuttack-Puri roau and .north of the-Chilka lake. Further- 
more, thirty-one Zamindaris were assigued to Khurda as hereditary fief covering all 
the Feuddaiory States of Central Orissa between the Prahmani and the Rushbikulya 
rivers (see map No. 6). Riamacandra was thus not onlv acknowledged asa Zamindar 
in his own territory of about 1300 sq. miles. Through the extensive portions of the 
country- which were assigned to him, he also became the rija of a strong buffer state 
of about 13009 sq miles between the Moghulbandi and the territory of the Golkonda 
Sultanat. 

Ramacandra sticked loyally to the settlement with Mainsingh and abstained 
irom: any further expansion of his territory. He concentrated all his energy on_the 
consolidation of his newly gained territory. One of his outstanding deeds was the 
foundation of altogetuer five Branmin Sdascna villages.” Usually these Sisana villages 
were established by order (Sdésana) of the kings near to their capitals. It :s, therefore, 
quite remarkable that Rémacandra founded all these villages—the greatest number 
whicli had ever been established by a Khurda Raja—near Puri and at the road which 
connected Puri and Khurda. The intention of this systematic foundation of Brahmin 
villages is clea.: To consolidate the position of the Khurda Réjas in the hinterland of 
Puri and to protect the backbone of the Khurda kingdom, i.c. the main road between 
its political and religious centc.ss Khurda and Puri. 

The legitimation of Ramacandra and his succensors was mainly based on 
Ramacandra’s fame as the renewer of the ncttional cult of the Oriyas which found 
its expression in the honourable title “Second” or ‘‘New Indradyumna”. It was further 
strengthened by the legend about the marvellous rediscovery of the brahma, the mos? 
sacred portion of the Jaganntiaha image (see Tripathi, chapter 13). According to‘this 
*radition an Oriya named Bisar Mohanti had been able to secure the brahia from 
the half-burnt image of Jagannatha which Kaéalapahir had thrown into. the Ganga. 
He hent it for several years in Kujang (a place in the Mahdinadi. delta) till 
Rimacandra in a dream was ordered by Lord Jagannatha himself to get the brahma 
from Kujang, to set up new images of the Jagannatha trinity-and to insert the brahma-. 
into the new image of the Lord. This legend established Rémacandra’s claim to act— 
like the former imperial Gajapatis—under the direct order of Jagannétha. The legend 
also proved the unbroken continuity of the cult which in had re-established -as the 
“Second Indradvumna’”’. It explained to Jaganndatha’s devotees that even Kalapahar 
had actually not been able to destroy more of Jaganndtha’s image than during the 
Navakalevara r’:ua’s is replaced regclarly every ten to twenty years. Tke image whick. 
was 1z2stored by the “‘Second Indradyumna” was therefore essentially the same as 
the one whica Vispu himself had once set up for the-mythical < First Indradyumna” in 


42 See G. Pfeffer 1975 and below chapter 19 and MP, I and IT, p. 64. 
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the hoary past. Due to his khistorica’ and legendary achievements Ramacandra and 
his successors were acknowleged throughout Orissa as the new Gajapatis. This fact 
found its expression in the reckoning 0.” the regnal arika years of the Khurda RAjas 
in Orissa, even outside the territorry of Khurda prcper. ‘see below Dash, Ch. 20). 

The literary medium of the legends with their obvious legitimatory funcuon 
both for brahmins and r&jas were the typical temple annals and chronicles of this 
period. In contrast to thw earlier collections of unhistorical temple legends 
(méhéatmyas or sthala purducsY? these annals of the late medieval period contain 
often valuable historical informations, although they are too often inextricably 
mixed with legendary accounts. The characteristic of the late legendary 2ccounts 
is the more obvious end more direct function for the legitimat.on within a 
society in which—mostly under the direct impact of the Muslim conquest—the 
idea of Hindu kingship had lost much of its traditional and unquestioned 
legitimation. In this situat:on—during the consolidation of the renewed Gajiapati 
kingship and Jagannaha cult—the temple chronicle of Puri, the Mddala PanjI, 
was compiled by the priests of Puri. This famous Mada!ld Padiijr which i. known 
in scveral sometimes quite different versions,” consequently became one of the main 
sources of the legitimation of the Khurda dynasty. 

The foundation of the kingdom of Khurda under Rimacandra provides an 
outstanding example or the legitimation and consolidation of political power through 
the possession of a sacred temple-city. It also illustrates a phenomenon whicn we find 
throughout the history of ‘!ndia: that of a /oca/ dynasty deriving its legitimacy from 
an older, imperial tradition.!® 


THE CRISIS AND CONSOLIDATION OF KHURDA UNDER 
AKBAR’S SUCCESSORS 


Akbar’s tolerant policy against Hinduism and Hindu rajis had thus contributed a lot 
to the renewal and the consolidation of the Jaganndtha cult and a successor-kingship- 
of the Gajapatis. In chaptwr 20, G.N. Dash illustrates to what an extent Rémacandra’s 
policy unde: Akbar's reign helped to preserve the identity of the future Oriyanation. 
fhe presuppositions of the rise of Khurda under Akbar, however, changed 
rapidly in Orissa under A.kbar's first and third successors, Jahingir and Aurangzeb. 
Most notorious for the whole empire, of course, was the alteration of the religious— 
policy of the Moghul emperors since Akbar’ death. In the case of Orissa and specifi- 
cally Khurda, however, two other points are even of greater ‘mportance. In 1607 A.D, 
Orissa became a separate sitbahddr? province with Cuttack as its capital. Since then, 
it was only a question of time till a Muslim governor (siibahdar) at Cuttack would 
ury to mediatise the neighbouring Khurda territory whose Rajas cleimod to be subject 


¬ 


43 For a historical analysis of a tample Mahéatmya see Kulke, 1969. 
441 See bibliopraphy. 
45 Ku'ke, 1974, p. 61. 
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to the eraperor pnly atid to be both the sacred and Secrét rulers of Orissa. Another 
‘Teason for the change of the policy towards Khurda was the plan cf the Emperor 
Jahangir (16 5-F627) to expand the imperial cerritory beyond Khurda and 19 annex 
fhe southerp kingdom of Rajamund-y which was under the sovereignty of Golkonda.!® 
Buc to this plan Khurda automatically lost its impor‘ant strategic runction as u buffer 
State between the Moghul empire and the Golkonda Sultanat. 

Only few years after Akbar’s death Khurda and Puri drastically experienced 
the consequences of this change of the imperial policy. Under Hashim Khan, the 
first Moghul-governor of Orissa, a Hindu Jagirdar in Orissa, the Rajput Keso Das 
Maru, tcok full advantage of the new policy. With a few followers he attacked Puri 
by surprise duting the car festival, burnt the cars, plundered tre temple treasure, and 
entrenched himself in tP2 Jagannitha temple when Purusottama Deva, the new Raja 
of Khurda, advanced with his army.” But when reinforcement was sent by the 
Muslim Governor from Cuttack, Purusottama had to give ap the siege of the terole 
and was forced to consent into an expensive and humiliating t.eaty. This attack on 
Puri demonstrated for the first timz the disadvantage of the strong link of the Khurda 
Rajas with Puri. As successors to the Gajapatis they had to protect the teniple city of 
tneir imperial predecessors, although they commanded only a fractional economic and 
military power of the latter. In the future the Rajas of Khurda could casily be black- 
mailed by new attacks on the Jagannatha temple, the most vulnerable point 9f 
Khurda’s defence. 

Only two years later it vas the turn of priests of the Puri to suffer from their 
dependence on the weak Khuroaa dynasty in their very exposed position. When Raja 
Kalyana Singh (1611-1617), the new Governor of Orissa, attacked Khurda in 1611, 
the priests of Puci had to secure the images on aun island in the Chilka lake where they 
remained for severa! ysars.?® This meant a tremendous loss for tbe priests of Puri who 
depended on the gifts from the pilgrims, most of which stayed away from Puri during’ 
tr: absence of Jagannatha. 

These two attacks on Puri and Khurda had not yet set up completely the 
power structure in Central Orissa. This happened only unde: Makaram Khan (1617- 
1620). the third Governor, who dealt the decisive stroke against the semi-autonomous 
statns of the Khurda Réajis. He not only attacked, but also occupied Khurda for the 
first time. Jahangir proudly noted his autobiography: ‘‘Betwcen the province Orissa 
“nd Golconda there were two Zamincars, one the Raja of Khurda and the second 
the Raja of Rajmahendra. The province of Khurda has come into the possession of the 
servants of the court. Afte, this it is the turn of the countiy of Rajmahendra.”!* Raja 
Purusottama of F.hurda fled into the fortress Manatri in the inaccessible mountainous 


AG Tiizuk-i-Jahdangirr, vol. 1, p. 433 (E & D, vol. VI, p. 355). 

47 Bahéaristan-i Ghaybi, vel. 1, p. 35-38 contains a detailed but rather fantastic account, See 
also MP, I, p. 65. 

43 MP, I, p. 66. 

49 Tiizuk-i-Jahéngiri, vol. 1, p. 433. 
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and defeated the Afghans in several Fattles t:ll they took shelter in the fort Sarcng irh 
near Cutta-~k, vwh'ch ‘“‘belonged to Rajah Rim Cand who was a great landholder in 
that country”.” After the fall of Sirargari. aud the defeat of the Afghans, Mansingh 
surprisingly decided to make a pilgrimage to Jugunnatita in Puri hoping “that he 
would be nearer to Kijah Ram Cand, and that when an opportunity occurred ne 
could lay hold of him”. But Rimacandra obviously saw through Mainsingh’s 
intention and entrenched himself in his fort at Khurda. After he refused to pay his 
respect to Miinsingh a strong Moghul army besieged Khurda. “On hearing of this 
His Majesty [Akbar]—wlho appreciates dignities—became angry, and issue! censures. 
The Rijah [Minsingh] recalled his troofrs, and apologised. Ram Cand, on seeng the 
graciousness of His Majesty, took the thought of paying his respect ITe visited the 
Rajah and was treated with much respect.”®% 

What might have been the reasons of Akbar’s rather strange behaviour to 
censure his favcurite Hindu: general for the sake of a local Hindu Rija-in Orissa?~ As 
we have seen, at the late_t since !565, when Akbar had sent an embassy to Orissa in 
order to win Mukunda Deva as an ally against the Afghans in Bengal—a meinber of 
the embassy was an Oriya with the name Mahipatra®—Akbar knew about the 
Gajapatis and their strong relation with the Jagainnatha cult. In 1592/93 Akbar “who 
appreciates dignities”’ obviously recognized Rimacandra, who had meanwhile rencwed 
the Taganndatha cult anu established himself as the Hindu Raja of Central Orissa, as the 
legitimate successor of his former ally Mukunda Deva. Ramacandra was certainly the 
best choice of Akbar®® for a strong -ally against the Afghans in Orissa and the 
Sultanat of Golkonda. Becauss it was Rimacandra who nad proved himself as an able 
military leader, and who was highly respected by the Oriyas for his daring and quick 
renewal of their national cult. Akbar therefore acknowledged him aw the Gajapati™’ 
and, in order to strengthen Rimacandra’s position and to bind kim to the imperial- 
court, he appointed him as a grandee with the rank ‘Commander of 590°°,!° 

Mansingh, on the other-hand, himself being an ambitious Hindu Rija initiall4 
must have had regarded Réamacandra as a rival for his own positio: in Orissa, espe- 
cially because he nad renerzed the most famous cult of Eastern India, an act which 
Minsingh might have planned to perform himself.” But after Mansingh had searnt 
the intention of his imperial master he executed loyally his plans. In an overall 


4 AN, vol. II, p. 941. 

33 Jbid. 

46 AN, vol. IH, p. 967f ni 

™ T.bakdat-i-Akbari, in: E & D, vol. V, p. 299 and Muntakhabu-t-Tawarikh, vol. IU p. 77. 

3S The recognition of a member of Mukunda Deva’s family, which iad already been recog- 
nizing the overlordship of the Sultans of Gotkonda since about two decades, would have endangered 
Akbar’s own supremac:* over Orissa. 

39 A.A, vol. LI, p. 138. 

49 AA, vol, 1, p. 548. 

3 The dynastic chronicle of Mansingh even ‘reports that Mansingn had erected a temple for 
Jap .pnatna ir Puri (R.N. Prasad ,Raj1 Man Singh of Ambar, Calcutta 1956, p. 87) and the Maddala 
Pariji (110, p. 33) credits the construction 7 the Mukt‘mandapa to Mansingh’s wii, 
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‘{uring his 11th anka,®® i,&. during his 9th r2gpal year 1588/89 A.D. This version of 
the Madala Panji includes also the interesting supplementary account that Ramacandra 
had the inrages first renewed in his own capital Khurda’ during his 9th aika= 1586/87 
A.D. .According to this account he transferred them only two years later to Puri and 
he rcestablished them in a grand ceremony on their “lion throne” in the Great 
Temple. During this ceremony he was honoured as the “Second Indradyumna”, named 
after the legendar” founder of the cult. 

As according to our analysis of the Persian chronicles, no renewal of the 
JagannGtha cult in Puri itself was possible as long as it was occupied by the Afghans, 
we have good reasons to accept the account of the annals of Puri that the images were 
first renewed by Ramacandra in Khurda about 1587 and >nly two years later solemnly 
consecrated on tl.e'r “lion throne” in Puri. This dating leads us directly to the 
historically better documented evens of the year 1590 when Mansingh in his contract 
on 15th August had freed Puri from the yoke of the Af2hans and ceclared it as crown 
jand of the Moghul empire. 

Rimacandra of Khurda certainly knew about his southern rival for the 
Gajapati throne and, as just mentioned, brought “‘his’” Jagannatha image from 
Khurda to Puri in order to establish his own claim for the Gajapati throne of Orissa. 
Nrs'mha, the relative of the last Gajapati Mukunda Deva, quickly left his ancestral 
capital in the south and reached the Ganjam district in October 1590. But obviously 
he was cithdr to> late or not able to “‘protect the Gajapati throne” against his rival 
as he claimed in Fis inscription. But his fam.ly did uot yet resign from their claims 
to the Gajapati thronc. According to the annals of Puri in the same year mn son of 
Mukunda Deva went to Delhi to fight for his ancestral throne.” 

We have nc means to ascertain the exact date of the renewal of the cult at 
Puri. But it must have been completed before the summer 1591 when the grand old 
man of the Afghent, Khwaja TIsi, died. “As long as {he] lived, the. thread of treaty 
was not let slip. When he died, the wicked Afghans laid hold of the temple of the 
worship of Jagannatha’’.”” The renewal of the hated Jagannatha cult by Riamacandra. 
must have enraged them deeply. This behaviour of the Afghans in the year 1591 
confirms our assumption that the renewal of the cuit“ in Puri would have been 

impossible before Mansingh’s treaty in 1590. 

Mansingh ‘“‘who repented on the peace he had niade, resolved to congue? the 

country”’.3? In a large-scale and weli organized campaign he invaded Orissa in 1592 


29 MP, J, p. 62. 

30 MP, p. 63.~ This title is known from various centemporary literary sources, c.g., abhinava 
Indradyiimna avatara, in the work of Chand Kavi in the Jate 16th century (K.N, Mahapatra, 1958, 
p. 239); “al ninéva-Indradyunma Gajapati Réamacandra Deva”, in: “Srikxsnabnaktavarsalya Naka” 
‘>f Ramacandra Deva. Descr. Cat. of Skt. Mss in the Orissa State Mus., vol. Ir Pp. CXXVI and 
p. 125; ¢: Nobina Indradyumna in CP- p. 7. i 

31 MP, III, p. 64: 

32 AN, vol. III,p. 934. 

# Ibid- 
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south of his kingdom. Jaganuatt a had to follow his earthly deputy and wes aiken to 
a village at the border of Banpur.’® 

Within less than three decades after the great deed of Ramacandra, both the 
“Lord of the World” and the “Lord of the Elephents” had thus to succumb bef\re 
the superior powe.- of the Muslim Subahdars_in Cuttack. But the trauma-expe:ienc.d 
by the Oriya people, when both Jagannitha and the Gajapatis had to flee to remote 
areas of South Orissa, seems tu have strongly influenced the relationship between 
Jagannatha and the rdjas and their mutual prajds (people). 

These repeated raids against Puri and Khurda under Jah®ngir have been 
compared with the destruction of the cult by the Afghans in 1568 A.D. But the analy- 
sis of the available scurces proves that the targets of these attacks tnder Jahangir—— 
—carried out by two Hindu Rajputs and only one Muslim oficer—were the famous 
temple treasure of Jagannatha and specifically the semi-autonomous status of Khurda. 
Apparently it was never the aim to destroy the Jagannatha cnlt itself. However, 
whenever the Raja cf Khurda was attacked, he ordered the removal of the images 
from Puri which were his most valuaule possession and the source of thu legitimacy 
of his kingship. 

After the three devastating attacks a more pacific time began. In 1623 A.D. 
during his revolt against his imperial father, prince Shahjahan passed througn Orissa. 
“The temple chronicle of Puri relates that Narasimha, the new Raja of Khurda, paid 
homage to him whereupon a Rijput officer of Shihjahin’s troop together with 
Narasimha reinstalled the images of Jagannatha on his ratnasiinhdsana in Puri.®! 

The following 30 years under Emperor Shihjahan (1628-1657) were the 
most peaceful of the whole Khurda period. Obviously all those who had vested 
interest in the cult of Jagannatha Lad realized that the long absence of Jagannditha’s 
image from Puri and the non-arrival of the pilgrims ultimately hurt everybody eco- 
nomically, i.e. the priests, the pilgrim guides, and the Raja of Khurda who, further- 
more, lost the control over Puri while he was just managing to .live in a mountain 
fortress far-off from Puri. Although we have no evidence that the pilgrim tax wPich 
had beer abolished under Akbar was reintroduced in Orissa already by Shihjahan, 
it is nevertheless very likely that the lack of pilgrims had caused also a g¥eat financial 
loss for the Subahdar at Cuttack. It seems, therefore, that during this period “a tacit 
agreement was reached between the Rdja of Khurda and the Moghul Subahdar-in 
Cuttack. Bruton, one of the early British ¢ravellers in India, reported in 1633 AD. 
that during the car festivel “one of the moguls sitting . . in the chariot, upon a 
convenient placw, with a canopy to keep the sun from injuring him” ®"—obyviously in 
order to control this most important yearly gathering of pilgrims in Puri. Bruton’s 
detailed description of the Jagannatha cult gives a vivid picture of an undisturbea 
cult at Puri. 


50 MP, I, p. 66. 
51 MP, 1, p. 67. 
§' Quoted by P. Acharya, 1961p. 46. 
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ering these years Raja NMarasimba,- throug lL a number of decisive measures 
an reforms, tried to compensate the Joss of the political power of the semi-auto- 
nomous statu$,of iis dynasty through a strong reinfnrcement of his influence in Puri.33 
Mest probably under the ‘influence of the Vaisnava reformer Rasikinanda he 
in.roduced szveral-new Krsnaite rituals ijn the Jagannditha cult, prehibited animal 
sacrifices for_the goddess Vimala and strengthened Jagannatha’s influerce in the 
Ximala cuit “through the order that she has to accent Jagannatha’s prasdda offerings 
before they are distributed to the priests 2nd pilgrims as ruhd-prasada.”" a 

Most important for the future relationship between the Rajas of Khurda and 
the Jaganrgtha cult was the building of an own palace of the Khurda Rajis in the 
Bali Sahi of Purito the south of the Jagannatha temple.’ This vas the first step of a 
rjevelopment, during which the REjas of Khurda became the “Rajas of Puri’ 
Connected with the construction of the palece in Puri was an increasing influence of 
the Rajas in the- temple and its cult. The rajaguru, the perconal priest 9f the raj3, 
became the temple administrator and its ‘“‘great examiner” (baa pariksa)- Temple 
servants had to serve in the palace and foou offerings for Jagannatha had regularly 
to be brought several times a day to the palace (r4jabhoga). From the time of 
Nacasimha a most complicated system of ritual and socio-economic temple-palace 
relations emerged in Puri, through which the palace and the temple rituals became 
more and more synchronized. In order to canonize his reforms and to write down 
the “rights and dues” (adhikdra o prdpya)5’° of the Rajis of Khurda m the 
Jagannatha cult he ordered in about 1642 A.D. the compilation of the niti (book of 
the rituals) of Lord Jagannathba. Tnis text mentions explicitly the share of the offerings 
which were due to the Rdjas (raja-prasada) after each ritual. Till today the 
rd;a-mahdprasada ~vhich jis sold to the pilgrims is une of the main sources of income 
of the Raja of Puri. 

Other incisive measures of Narasimha were aimed at consolidation of “his 
influence in the hinterland of Puri. Through a new rigorous hierarchic differentiation 
of ‘he Brahmins in the $sésana villages he created Brahmin ~astes of the Samantas, 
the Bhattamisras, and the Vaidikas, who became the elite of central Vrissa.”” The 
assignment of this status remained in the hand of the Khurda Rajas, a fact which 
considerably strengthened their position in the hinterland of Puri. At the same ‘ime, 
Nerasimha introduced a light rent (tariki) for all the Sasana villages, a more 
symbolical measure through which Narasimha clearly intended to place the Sésana 
Brahmins around Puri under the control of his dynasty. ®- Neyvertheless,-the new high 


53 For a detailed study of Narasimha's reforms see Kulke, 1975, chapter VI, 2. It is ~based 
mainly on the JK, r. 345 and the Account, p. Sif. 

64 The offering of Jagannatha’s prasdda to Vimala today is usually interpreted as an indication 
for Vimala's cult influence on Jagannatha’s cait. 

~~ JX, pn. 345 and MP, I, p. € 1. 

5° RR, IIL, * of the Rajas of vuri. 

57 See G. Pfoffer ’’elow, chapter 22, K.N. Mahapatra, 1969, p. 78 and H.K. Mathtab, 1960,; 
vol. II, p. 463f. 

5~ G. Pfeffer 1974, p. 122f and Kulke 1975, chapter V, 5~ 
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istrict. He reached there around the 2Ctn October 1590 und fought some skirmi-she ; 
which brought him right up-to the Chilka lake wl.ere..he occupied some important 
strategic places. In thé same inscription vhicL praises the above-mentioncvd nrevious 
deeds of the Golkonda general in the Ganjam District 1e proudly presented bimself as 
the “‘Gajapati Nrsimha -Ceva [and] di‘vine incarnation” (divya avatara). He introduced 
nis own reckoning of regnal arika years, the royal prerogative of the imperial 
Gajapatis. And at the sight of the still unconquered centre of his ancestral empire 
further in the.north and in order to justify his claim for the throne he announced 
confidently: “As king of the Utkal empire he protects the Gajapati throne!”*? 

However, Nrsimha seems to have .1ever reached the Promised Land Utkal, 
because another pretender lo the Gajapat:! throne at that time had already firmly 
established himself near Puri, i. e. Rimacandra Deva of Khurda.- The origin and the 
early history of Ramacandra is very uncertain, brt he was probably the son of Danai 
Vidyadhara, a powerful minister of the last Gajapatis.®! According to s>m= chronicles 
Ramacandra was imprisoned by king Mukunda Deva in Rajmundry.”° In 1568, 
during the confusion after Mukunda’s death, Rimacandra escaped and took shelter 
ina foit near Vizagapatnam,”® but hz had to flez again after three years when 
Muslims tried to capture him—most probably in connectioa with Golkonda’s above- 
mentioned conquest of South Orissa up to Chicacola in 1571/72. With a few followers 
he settled down in Khurda after he had ritually killed the owner of this place, a 
Saora chief. Within the next years Ramacandra seems to have succeedzd in estab- 
lishing himself as an able leader (nayaka, in the noman’s-land- between the spheres of 
influence of Golkonda and the Afghans. 

Nothing is known about the early history of Ramacandra in Khurda. But it 
must have taken several years for him to establish himself firmly and-to gain the 
confidence and support of leadirg officers and priests of the former- Gajapatis. We 
have, therefore. no reason to distrust the tradition of the Oriya annals that the 
anarchy (ardjaka) in Orissa lasted till the Saka year 1502=1580/81 A.D.” and ‘that 
Rimacandra was elected as king of Orissa by the ministers and grandees of Orissa 
that year. This tradition is corroborated by the above-mentioned account cf Akbar- 
nama that during 1580 A.D--+the zamindars of Orissa had got the upper hand.’® 

The temple chronicle reports that Ramacandra renewed the Jagannatha cuit 


23 samrijyotkala-Chubhujo gajapateh simhéasanam palita$ cakre...(line 11), S.N. Rajaguru 
1957. 

24 MP, 1, p. 62; CP, p. 6 and Nagasagotra-nrpavamSanucaritarn (see Sudhakara Patnaik, 
Khorodha BhoiwvamSsara utpatti, in: Jhaukdra, IV, 2, 1952, p. 99-114. According to the JK, p. 340, 
Account, p. 46 and MP, 111, p. 64 Ramacandra’s father was Vira Beiuera. 1 am indebted to 
D:. G.N. Dash and Shri K.N. Mabapatra with. whom I discussed several times thoroughly the 
q-estion of RFmacandra’s origin and carly history. 

23.CP, pi 5. 

2% CP, p. Sf. 

MPI, p. 62, 3K, p. 439. 

8 AN vo’. I, p, 469. 
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THE REL w AL OF THE JAGANNATHA CULT UNDER RAMACANDRA 
OF KHURDA iN 1590/90 


This situation changed only after Mansipgh(=Manasimha), the famous Moguul general, 
had defeated the Afghans again in 1590. A new conclusion of peace treaty confirmed 
anew the ‘investiture of the Afgh.un, in Orissa. But ‘“‘an agreeinent was made tha’ 
Jagoanndatha, which is a femous temple, and its environs should be made crown-land”,*? 
The purpose of {ais rather unusual treaty which declared Puri, lying on the other 
side of Afghan territory, as a Moguu!l crownland was certainly “‘to win the goodwill of 
the Hindus and alienate the Afghans from Hindu sympathy”’.!? But it had an even 
morc-direct relation with the political development in South Orissa. 

Shortly after the destruction of the Vijayanagara empire in 1565 Sultan 
Ibrahim of Golkonda had started his conquest of the Godavari delta region which he 
occupied around 1571/72.3* But the armies of Golkonda needed nearly two decades 
more to subdue the puwerful Hindu chiefs cf Kalinga and South Orissa.?? In {589/90 
a general of Golkoanda conquered the whole of South Orissa and advanced with 
an army till Athagarh in the Ganjam District where he had excavated a tank on 
5. 3. 1590. It is astonishing that the coincidence of this event and the transformation 
of Puri into a Moghul crown-land seems to have escaped the attention of the scholars. 
But it is unthinkable that Mansingh was not well informed about these vangerous 
events at the southern border of Orissa when he signed the contract with the defeated 
Afghans on 15.02.1590. He must have been clearly aware of the slrategical 
importance of Purj. This town would have certainly become the next target of the 
expanding rival power of Golkonda, an event which consequently would have meant 
the loss of the whole of Central Orissa to this southern Sultanate. The dispossession of 
the unreliable Afghans in Puri was obviously intended to prevent this danger from 
the expanding Moghul empire in Eastern India. With the liberation of Purr from nthe 
yoke of the Afghans Mansingh certainly—as already mentioned—also intendechto win 
the Hindus of Orissa for the cause of his Moghul emperor. And, as the fuiure deve- 
lopment will show, he even might have planned to reestablish the Jagannatha cult 
himself after the final annexation of Orissa to the Moghul empire. 

But if Mansingh ever had intended to renew the cuit at Puri, his plans were 
thwarted by several local pretenders to the Gajapati throne who ryshed forward 
immediately efter Puri was freed from the Afghans. Orly two months after He had 
signed the treaty, the Eastern Calukya king Nrsimha, a cousin or brother of the dJast 
Gajapati Mukunda Deva,” advanced” from his s~ufnern homeland in Rajmundry 
(Rajamaheadra, at the eastern bank of the Godavarn up to Athagarh inthe Ganjam 


17 AN, vol. JIT, p. 934. 

18 B.C) Ray, 1952. 

19 S.N. Rajaguru, 19 7, p. 31 and R. Sewell, 1232, p. 260. 
20 Farikh-i-Ferishta, vol. IIT, p. 425ff. 

21 S,N, Rajaguru, 1957, p. 23ff. 


#2 S.N, Rajaguru; 1957, p. 15 anid K.N.'Mahapatre, 1969, p.221. 
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status of these Brahmins and ihe new functicns which were assigned 0 court 
Brahmins in ‘the Temple, mignt have anno’ed the long-established temple Brahmins 
of Puri. 

Narasimha’s ritual and social reforms ircreasingly caused a strong opposition. 
Several annals rcport chat the priests of Puri, as usually during a struggle with tie 
political power, called upon their T.ord Jagannatha as their last resort who, there- 
upon, ordered Narasimha to abstcin from several of his reforms. But nis opponents 
were nct appeased and in 2n open revolt in 1647 in which his grandfather, a priest 
and a Moghul officer were involved, he was killed in his palace.’ The-Moghul troops 
took advantages of the following disorder and looted the palace and-the ternple 
treasures. But the Moghuls did not disturb the Jagannitha ‘cuit and it is not 
known that the priests had again to take shelter with their Lord in the South of 
Orissa. This remarkable fact makes it highly probably that Narasimha was murdered 
by a conspiracy of the oriests of Puri and the Moghul Sibahdar at Cuttack®® who 
out of vested interests were both mistrusting the growing influence of the Khurda 
king in tne temple-city of Puri and its kinterland. 

Despite this temporary set back for the Khurda dynasty the position of its 
ruling Raja among the Hindu society of Orissa was well established by the midd!s of 
the 17th century. The devotion of the Oriyas for their Gajapatis is known ‘from the 

_report of Khan-i Dauran who reconquered Orissa for Aurangzeb in 1661, after the 
Rijas-and zamindirs of Orissa had regained their independence for about three years 
during the war of succession at the Moghul court. During his campaign against 
Khurda, Khin-i-Dauran called the young Rija Mukunda Deva “the leading 
“Zamindar of this country, whose orders are obeyed by the other Zamindars’’ and 
added that “all the other zaminders of the country worship him like a god and 
disobedience cf whose orders they regarded as a great sin.”"* This report is most 
interesting, because it was Written by a Muslim officer durjng his campaign against 
Khurda. Furthermore, it is again noteworthy that, despite the conquest of 
Khurda, no disturbance of the Jagannatha cult is known nor do we hear anything 
about the flight of priests from Puri. Nn 

Even Aurangzeb’s hostile policy against Hindu institutions was not able to 
destroy completely this tacit collaboration between the Raja of Khurda, the 
Sibahdars in Cuttack and the priests of Puri. After the notorious imperial decree of 
ihe year 1669 which ordered the destruction of all recently built Hindu temples 
and tie prevention of new temple buildings, several important old Hindu temples 
were destroyed in Orisse ““ But nothing is known about wuny destruction in Puri, on 

~9 See G.N. Dash below, chapter 20. 
90 Account, p. 51 aad KafarardjavamS$dvali, folio 48. 
61 MP, III, p. 68 and in a chronicle published b* Stirling in 1837 in~JASB, p. 756ff. 


62 The chrouicle published by Stirling (see t.n. 61) relates hat a priest who had beep Burt by 
Narasimha got military support by the Subahdar. 
*3 Muruqat-i- Hassan, quoted uy J.N. Sarkar, 1916, p. 343.7 


% e.g. In 1646: Sarala Tumple in Jhankaga cnd-~in 1687; several temples in Jaipur (K.N, 
Mahapat-a, 1969, D. 104f), | 
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THE RENL w AL OF THE JAGANNATYA CULT UNDER RAMACANDRA 
OF KHURDA IN 1590/90 


This sittation changed only after Mansingh(=Manasimha), the famous Mognul general, 

had defeated the Afghans again in 1590. A new conclusion of peace treaty confirmed 
anew the ‘investiture of the Afghuns in Orissa. But “an agrecinent was made tha’ 
Jagannatha, which is a femous temple, and its environs should be made crown-land”.*” 
The purpose of {nis rather unusual treaty which declared Puri, lying on the other 
side of Afghan territory, as a Moguul crownland was certainly “to win the goodwill of 
the Hindus and alienate the Afghans from Hindu sympathy”.3* But it had an even 
morc-direct relation with the political development in South Orissa. 

Shortly after the destruction of the Vijayanagara empire in 1565 Sultan 
Ibrahim of Golkonda had started his conquest of the Godavari delta region which he 
occupied around 1571/72.3° But the armies of Golkonda needed nearly two decades 
more to subdue the puwerful Hindu chiefs cf Kalinga and South Orissa 2° In “1589/90 
a general of Golkoanda conquered the wbole of South Orissa and advanced with 
an army till Athagarh in the Ganjam District where he had excavated a tank on 
5. 3. 1590. It is astonishing that the coincidence of this event and the transformation 
of Puri into a Moghul crown-land seems to have escaped the attention of the scholars. 
But it is unthinkable that Mansingh was not well informed about these uangerous 
events at the southern border of Orissa when he signed the contract with the defeated 
Afghans on 15.20.1590. He must bave been clearly aware of the strategical 
importance of Puri. This town would have certainly become the next target of the 
expanding rival power of Golkonda, an event which consequently would have” meant 
the loss of the whole of Central Orissa to this southern Sultanate. The dispossession of 
the unreliable Afghans in Puri was obviously intended to prevent this danger from 
the expanding Moghul empire in Eastern India. With the liberation of Pucrf from nthe 
yoke of the Afghans Mansingh certainly—as already mentioned—also imtendecdhto win 
the Hindus.of Orissa for the cause of his Moghul! emperor. And, as the fuiure deve- 
lopment will show, he even might have planned to reestablish the Jagannatha culf 
h’mself after the final annexation of Orissa to the Moghul empire. 

2 But if Mansingh ever had intended to renew the Cuicv at Puri, his plans were 
thwarted by several local pretenders to the Gajepati throne who ryshed forward 
immediately efter Puri was freed from the Afghans. Orly. two months after he had 
signed the treaty; the Eastern Calukya king Nrsimha, a cousin of brother of the Jast’ 
Gajapati Mukunda Deva,” advanced” from his seufiern homeland in Rejmundry 
(Rajamahendra, at the eastern bank of the Godavarn) up to Athagarh inthe Ganjam 


17 AN, vol. IU, p. 934. 
18 B.C! Ray, 1952. ¢ 


-18 SN, Rajaguru, 197, p. 3] and R. Sewell, 1232, p. 260. 
20 Pirikh-i-Ferishta, vol. Il, p. 425. 


21 S,NM. Rajaguru, 1957, Pb. 23ff. 
22 S.N, Rajagyru; 1957, p. 15 and K.N;*Mahapatrd, 1969, pes21. 
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status of these Brahmins and i\he new functicns which were assigned 10 court 
Brahmins in the Temple, mignt have annoyed the long-established temple Brahm:.ns 
of Puri. 

Narasimha’s ritual and social reforms ircreasingly caused a strong opposition. 
Several annals report that the.priests of Puri, as usually during a struggle with the 
political power, called upon their TL.ord Jagannitha as their last resort who, there- 
upon, ordered Narasimha to abstcin from several of his reforms.’ But nis opponents 
were nct appeased and in en open revolt in 1647 in which his grandfather, a priest 
and a Moghul officer were involved, he was killed in his palace.’ TheMoghul troops 
took advantages of the following disorder and looted the palace ands-the ternple 
treasures. But the Moghuls did not disturb the Jagannitha “crit and it is not 
known that the priests had again to take shelter. with their Lord in the South of 
Orissa. This remarkable fact makes it highly probably that Narasimha was murdered 
by a conspiracy of the oriests of Puri and the Moghul Subahdir at Cuttack®® who 
out of vested interests were both mistrusting the growing influence of the Khurda 
king in tne temple-city of Puri and its kinterland. 

Despite this temporary set back for the Khurda dynasty the position of its 
ruling Raja among the Hindu society of Orissa was well established by the middls of 
the 17th century. The devotion of the Oriyas for their Gajapatis is known from the 
report of Khan-i Dauran who reconquered Orissa for Aurangzeb in 1661, after the 
Rijas-and zamindars of Orissa had regained their independence for about three years 
during the war of succession at the Moghul court. During his campaign against 
Khurda, Khin-i-Dauran called the young Rija “Mukunda Deva “the leading 

“Zamindar of this country, whose orders are obeyed by the other Zamindars’”’ and 
added that “all the other zaminders of the country worship him like a god and 
disobedience cf whose orders they regarded as a great sin.“° This report is most 
interesting, because it was written by a Muslim officer during his campaign against 
Khurda. Furthermore, it is again noteworthy that, despite the conquest, of_ 
Khurda, no disturbance of the Jagannatha cult is known nor do we hear anything 
about the flight of priests from Puri. 

Even Aurangzeb’s hostile policy against Hindu institutions was not able to 
destroy completely this tacit collaboration between the Raja of Khurda, the 
Siubahdars in Cuttack and the priests of Puri. After the notorious imperial decree of 
the year 1669 which ordered the destruction of all recently built Hindu temples 
and the prevention of new temple buildings, several important old Hindu temples 
were destroyed in Orisse ®& But nothing is known about uny destruction in Puri, on 

~9 See G.N. Dash below, chapter 20. 
90 Account, p. 51 and KataxardjavamS$dvali, folio 48. 
61 MP, II, p. 68 and in.a chronicle published b* Stirling in 1837 in:J ASB, PD. 756ff. 


62 The chrouicle published by Stirling (see t.n. 61) relates “hat a priest who had been Eurt by 
Narasimha got military support by the Siibahdar. 


*3 Muruqat-i-Hassan, quoted uy J.N. Sarkar, 1916, p. 349.7 


! e.g. In 1646: S=raja Tumple in Jhankaga cud-in 1687; several temples in Jaipur (KN, 
Mahapat-a, 1969, o. 104f), 
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the con.ramy, the annals of Puri report about several new minor temple constructions 
im Puri, ;65 Although during these years a Subahdar 1s said to have set out for Puri in 
arder to desecrate-the Jagannatha temple, according to the Midala Pafniji he was 
foced back „by a lightning flash near Pipli. His alleged campaign against Puri, 

kbweter, was most likely a successful extortion of money from the Raja anc the 
priests of Puri for his toleration of the cult at Puri. 

This “economical toleration” must have veen the reason why Aurangzeb by 

a new decree in 1692 ordered explicitly the destruction )5f the Jagannatha temple. 

But Divyasinha Deva, the then Raja of Khurda, met the Stbahdir and agreed with 
him to arrange a pretended destruction under his own supervision. After some minor 
demolitions™—most likely—a faked image of Jagannatha was sent to Aurangzeb and 
~ {the main gate of the temple was closed.” But the daily rituals of the cult were 
continued by some priests who centered the temple through a sccret side door in the 
southern temple wall.’ Aurangzeb was again informed about this situation in Puri. 
He recalled the Subahdir and sent a high officer as an evamincr to .Puri. But 
according {to an Oriya chronicle, the Raja of Khurda accomplished the masterpiece to 
bribe even him—or as the chronicle paraphrazed it “he won him as a friend” —with 
a gift of 30,000 rupies. Till the death of Aurangzeb in 1707 A.D., the temple of 
Jagannithe was officially closed, but the cult continued to such an extent that even 
several rijas visited the temple and pcorformed their traditional ruyal rituals. Only. 
few months after: Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 A.D. the doors of the temp!e were 
forcibly opened by a minister of Khurda and the chiefs of the 18 Gadajata states?! 
and the cult was renewed in irs previous greatness. It is obvious that all this could 
happen only with the toleration of the Muslim Stubahdar ir. Cuttack. 


KHURDA’S STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE UNDER THE NAWABS 
OF BENGAL 


Aster the death of Aurangzeb, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa gracually (1713/1719/1733) 
became a quasi-independent successor state under the powe.ful Nawabs of Bengal. 
Under the long reign of Murshid Quli Khan as Nawab and undur his son-in-law 
Shuja-ud-din, who was the Sibahdar in Orissa, Khurda and Puri enjoyed a péaceful 


55 MP, III, p. 69f. 

66 Other cases are known that “‘the safe“y of idols was purchased on payment of cash to 
Qadis or Muhtasibs” (M.L. Roy~Choudhury, The State and Religion (1 Moghul I:dia, Calcutta 4951, 

261). 

6? Tabsirat-ul-Nozirin ‘quoted in R.L. Mitra, 1875, vol. XH, p. 112; MP, I, p. 70; JK, p. 346; 
CP, p. 20; Account, p. 50; K.N. Mahbapatra 1969, p. 131. 

68 The most detailed account about the continuation of the cult exists in EP, p. 20. 

6v CP, p. 20. 

79 In the yeas 7696 and 170L the Rajas Of Rappur and Patfia respeciuively had an “official” 
darsana cf Jagannadtha curing which they received tht customary honours<JSV, p.-142 and 146). ହଁ 

1 MP, 1, 1. 71. 
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Orissa or on some islands in the Cnilka Lake. For more than thirty , 4s the “Lor [| 
“the World” was thus either absent frem his ratnasimhdsana (“jewel lion throne’, 
in Puri or—du-ing the reign of Aurangzeb—was forcitly put under lock and key in 
his temple’ (see below). It is only too understandarhrle that Kalapahdir (“tte black 
mountain’’) in Orissa became the embodimaz2nt of a furious iconoclast!® and tke suc- 
°essivs treatment of the Jagannatha cult under the Moghuls is taken as an example of 
the religious intolerance of Muslim rulers of India against-Hinduism. However, an 
analysis of all available evidence provides a more differentiated picture of the events. 
It reveals to what an extent the initial fight of the Afghans against the Jagannatha 
cult turned under the Moghuls into a strugele /or the domination over the cult. This 
struggle was fought between the Rijas of Khurda, the priests of Puri, and the Muslim 
governors (siibahddars) at Cuttack. It culminated in the events during the year 1735 
when a new Muslim Siubahddr, ngainst the embittered resistance 2: the Khurda Raja, 
bur with the obvious support of the priests of vuri, forcibly brought back the images 
of Jaganratha from its hidiug-place in South Orissa and] reertablished the cult at 
Puri. 

The dcte of the renewal of tiie cult after Kalapahar and the circumstances 
under which it took place is still a matter of controversy. The historians of Orissa 
generally accept the results of 'X.N. Mahapatra’s research according to which the images 
were consecrated again in Puri on 17.7.1575 by Riamacandra of Khurda who had 
taken advantage of two severe defeats of the Afghans by the Moghul army earlier that 
year.’? Recently, however, P. Mukherjee has pointed out that “Oris;ia was ‘ruled by 
the Afghans for all practical purposes from 1568 to 1589” (sic!)” and that a renewal 
of the Jagannatha cult most probably was impossible during this period, 

A thorough study of the available evidence from the Oriya and the Persian 
cLronicles fully conf'rms this estimation of the historical development of Orissa after 
1563.32 The several defeats of Afghans by the Moghul army did not mean any relaxa- 
tion of their rower in, and hold over, Central Orissa. On the contrary, Orissa became 
increasing.y the refuge of the defeated Afghans. According to Persian chronicles only 
once, in A.D. 1580, when the Afghans during the great Bengal revolt nad withdrawn 
most of their troops to Bengal, had their grip on Orissa been loosened.’ But we have 
no evidence at all that uring these years they might have changed their hostile 
attitude towards the Jagannatha cuit to such an extent that they might have tolerated 
its renewal at a time when its destruction was still remembered as a great triumph. 


12 in his “History of Bengal” “3*5lam Husain Salim wrote 1788: “Of the miracles of Kala- 
pahar, onc wes this, that wherever in that country, the sound of his dru.n reached. the hands and 
the fcet. the ears and the noses of the idols, worshipped by the Hindus, fel off their stone figures, 
sO that even now stonc-idols, with hands and feet broken, and noses and cars cut off, are lying at 
several places in tha. country.” (Riydaz-us-Salitin, p. 18). 

13 K,N Mahapatra 1958 and 1969, p. 14. This date is accepted b: K.C. Mishra, 1971, p. 73 

11 P. Mukherjee, 1977, L. 4. gE 

"5 For a detailed study of this problem ‘see Kulke. 1975, chapter ¥, 

46 AW, vol, IIL, p. 469. 
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of t ie ‘weak su—..*: urs to tne imperial throne. During these years, the feudatory chiefs 
of .he hilly Gadajata (Garhjat) states. for the S+st time entered the struggle for the 
imperial power.” 

Ur-der the Gajapati Mukinda Deva (1557-1568), Orissa temporarily"retovered 
its_imperial strength. This induced the Moghul emperor Akbar in, 1565 to ent into a 
“treaty with llukunda Deva? agairst- their comnion cnemv, the Sultan Sulaimin-of 
Bengal Mukunda Deva, who had already o‘fered shelter to a defedted rival of 
Sulaiman, thus fell into a deadly enmity witk the new Muslim dynasty in Bengal. 
Wren Akbar was engaged in his war with the far-off Chittor, Sultin Sulaiman planned 
.a decisive battle against Mukunda, Akbax’s .most powerful ally in Eastern India.’ 
During the decisive battle in the year A.D. 1568, Orissa fell into an agony of revolts 
and betrayal amongst itt leaders to which finally the last indépendent king of Orissa, 
Mukunda Deva, fell victim. Thus, the erstwhile most powerful Hindu empire of 
Eastern India fell an easy prey to ‘the armies of the Sultan of Bemga!—only three- 
years after the iast south Indiar. Hindu empire ef Vijayanagara had been crushigly 
defeated in 1565 by the united Sultarats of the-Deccan. These two battles ‘fAinaily ended. 
the period of the late medieval Hindu regional empires. During the next two centuries, 
the Muslim rule in India rcached its zenith undér the great Moghuls. In Orissa, 
however, during the following years “‘there was compcte-anarchy (ardjaka) and no- 
body was there to take care of the gods and Brahmins”.® 

After the conquest of Cuttack in 1568, Kalipahdir, one of the Afghan generals, 
with a smail unit captured Puri which had been left undefended to the “infideis” 
(képhira), plundered tie legendary temple treasure of Juganndatha,” and desecrated 
and damaged the temple. Most probably with the help of an Oriya.§ Kalapahar 
discovered the hidden image of Jaganndatha and burnt it and-afterwards cast it into 
the sea,” or—acvording to the Oriya chronicles—took it on an elephant to the Ganges , 
and had it burnt tLere.!° After its desecration, Puri “the stronghold of Jagennatha 
"was madel into the hon.e of Islam” and b2came the seat of a Muslim governor. ™ 

During the following 180 years, more than a dozen times the priests Sf Puri 
nad to hide the renewed image of Jagannitha in the inaccessible mountains of South 

3 Especially the Bhanja dynasties of Nerthern Orissa took an actjve part ip the struggle 
(N.K. Sahu, 1956, vol. IT, p. 388). 
4 AN, vol. I, p. 381ff. 


5 AN, vol. IT, p. 478. 

SCP pS: 

7 According to Ni’mat Allah’s Makhzan-i-Afghana of tke year 1612 AsD. “overy Afghan, 
who ‘ook part in the campuior, obtained as booty one or two “SF images. «Kala Pahir das{royed 
the temple of Jagannath in Puri which contained 700 idols made of gold, the bigget of which 
weighed 30 mans™ \M.A. Pahim, History of the Afghans in Ina, A.D. 154541631. Karachi 1961 
p. 1771.) The temple chronicle of Puri speaks of a booty worth of 52 crores (520 million) rupies | 
MF I, p. 61. . “ 

8 CP, p. 5. 

9 AA, yl IT, p. 140. 

10 CP, p. 5 and MP, I, p. 31. 

UL Muntakhapu-t-Tawrikh, vol, 1, p- 166 and 177. 
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time. But this situation changed rapidly when Shuja-ud-din, after the gea.h of 
Murshid in 1727, became himself the Dewiin of Bengal and when his son Taqi khan 
was ¢ appoint 6d as Sibahdar at Cuttack. 

In Orissa Taqi Khan is still remembered as ~one- of the most cruel anc 
avaricious Sibahdirs. Indeed, during his rcign the conflict assumed again the 
proportions _of the struggle for power as in the carly 16th century. Several times, 
both the “Lord of the World~ and tre “Lord of the Elepnants”’ had to take shelter 
in the inaccessible mountains in the south and the Raja of Kburda, Riamacandra II, 
the “deputy” of Jagannitha and the “Moving Visnu” (calant? Visnu) is supposed to 
have even been forcibly converted to Islam. 

In the discussious of this critical period of the Orissan history~it has appa- 
rently not sufficiently been noticed that these events were only one aspect of an over- 
all power struggle between the Siubahdir and the Raja of Khurda for the domination 
of Central Orissa, during which the Jagannatha temple played an eminent rolz. In 
about 1729 A.D., thres years after Rimacandra had entered the throne,?® his general 
(bakhS?) undertook, for the first time smce-the Settlement under Akbar, a military 
campaign in order to expand the territory of Khurda into the Moghulbandi and at 
the cost of the neighbouring Gadajita states.*® It is most likely that this campaigr 
was indirectly caused by the conquest of the whole area south of the Chilka lake 
through the troops of Hyderabad, which itself had become independent in 1724 A.D. 
Apparently in order to compensate this territorial loss in the Soutl;, Ramacandra 
tried to extend his territory in central Orissa. 

After an initial success the soldiers (paiks) of Khurda mutinied at the end of 
1750 A.D. In this situation Taqi Khan interfered into the conflict and captured 
Rimacandra 11 by a device. He imprisoned him at Cuttack and “‘after some days 
have passed, thiso king was defeated by the daughter of the Nawab and was driven 
out of tlie caste”. After his “alleged love affair, conversion, and the exclusion from 
his ~caste, Rimacandra’s sons—who had first fled to Athagarh in South Orissa— 
rebelled aguiost their father and freed Khurda from the Muslim troops. But Taqis 
Khan drove them out apd reinstalled Rimacandra If in Kburda whom he wished to 
usc as a tool in his hands in order to annex fully Khurda to his sitbahddri. Taqi 
Khan pasted his own Ppoiice in the Khurda territory’? and he even seems to have sent 
a high officer to Puri to control this temple city.*® 

After Rimacandra nad realized the deadly danger for his dynasty he went to 


"72 His date of aecession is coritroversial. Dasarathi Dasa dates his own poem “Brajabihara” 
in §. 1657 (=1731/2 A.D.}, R@macandra’s 11 8 asika. His rule, therefore, began in 1726/27 A.D. 
{sce K.N. Mahapatra, 1969, p. 191). But the very detailed and reliable account of the MP, 1, 
p. 76f about Ramacandra, dates the Navakalcvara of the ycar 1733 in the 10th _azika. Ramacandra’s, 
reign accordingly began in 1725/26 A.D. 

78 Ji, p. 351 and Account, p. 58. 

74 MP, LL. p. 77f. 

75 JK, p. 352; K,N, M-hapatra 1969, p. 18%. 

76 MP, IIT, p. 76. 
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Puri daring summer 1732 for several menths ‘where he *was able to regain the conii- 
dence of the priests. This can be asstmed from the fact that the priests, after the car- 
festival, followed him with the image of Jagannatha when he fled surprisingly to the 
hilly south of his territory. Zs there were no disturbances of the cult, neither in 1731, 
when tke car-festiva]l had been for.the first time sonductéd under the control of the 
Subahdar, nor in 1732, it is obvious that Rimacandra withdrew the image “of 
Jagannatha in order tn secure his palladium and, to prévent Taqi Khan from control- 
ling the cult through his officers. Taqi Khan now played off the princ® VirakeSsari 
against his father R@amacandra and declared him as the new Raja of Khurda. 

i In 1733, however, the 13th lunar morth dsdadha occurred again during which 
the Navakalevara ritual, the periodical renewal of the images of the Puri Triad had to 
take place.” Althougkt Virakesari with the support of Taqi Khan had started already 
the preparations for the new images,”® they could not prevent Ramacandra from 
returning from South Orissa with the Jagannditha imager without whose brahma the 
Navakalevara ritual could not have been completed. As Taqi-~ Khan's main interest at 
this moment seemed to have been the collestion of the pilgrim tax (see beiow) he did 
not dare to interfsre. Riamacandra was, therefore, able to consolidate again his position 
amongst rajas and chiefs of Orissa through a sound ritual policy,.which will be dealt 
with later. Although, Taqi Khan had come again to terms with Ramacandra A during 
the car-festival, he attacked him in Khurda after Ramacandre surprisingly hat again 
sent the Jagarnitha images to South Orissa, where they were kept in Marada near 
Athagarh for the next two and half years. 

After Taqi Khan’s death in 1734/35 Pémacandra returned to his capital 
Khurda, but was driven out again after few months by the Governor Murshid Quli 
Khan II. As tkis Governor obviously was not willing to continue the game, he sent 
his deputy Mir Habib to Athagarh from where he forcibly brougkt the images to Pur? 
where the cult was revived. In order to prevent any further disturbances of tne pilgei- 
mage economy through the Khurda Rajas, he deposed Ramacandra and appointed Raja 
Padmanabha Deva of Patia near Cuttack as the new Gajapati.*® The rather strange 
event that: a H’ndu cult of a great temple city was rencwed by a Muslim otficer has 
usually been explained as an act of tolerance. But this explanation is auite unsatis- 
factory because it is known that both Murshid and Mir Habib had destroved Hindu 
temples in East Bengal before they came to Orissa.2° Fortunately we possess the 
account of a Bengal chronicle of the year 1786/87, which, for tbe first time, clearly 
mentions the reasons of this economic toleraneae: „ During the commotion <n 
Muhammad. Taqi Khan’s time, the Rajah of Parsutatn Puri] had removed Jagannath, 
the God, from the limits of the Subah of Odisah, and-had guarded it on ‘he summit 
of a hill across tue Chilka lake. In consequence of the removal of the idol, their was a 


77 see G.C. Tripathi al ove, chapter 13, and K.N. Mahapatra, 1969, p. 186. 
18 ku.nd"a raid hoi, mahé anasara niminta déru quai Sri Pulusottama bije karaithile (MP, 
1, 76). 
79 MP I, p. 77; JK, p. 352; Account; D. 59. 
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failing. off to the tune of nine laks of rupees in the Imperial revenue, accruiig rom 
the pilgrims.” Tt is obvious from tuis quotation that Murshid I ordered the rem >wal 
of the Jagannatha cult in order to stop the tremendous loss of pilgrim tax during the 
years of Jagannatha’ s absence from Puri. “The rsligious warfare was at last set 
the institution of the tax cn pilgrims”, us Stirling had rightly remarked in 

Already three years later, in 1739, however, Virakeiar!, the son of tt2 deposed 
Ramacandra IT, was reinstalled on his ancestral throne in Khurda. The reasons why 
Padmanibha of Patia had been deposed are unknown. But it is most likely that 
Padmanabha of Patia was not able or not willing to pay the agreed amount of piigrim- 
tax.8® Virakesart was most probably reinstalled as Gajapati because he had sromised 
not only to pay the pilgrim tax (jdtrt hasilr) regularly but agreed also to pay off the 
debt of Padmanabha.®! It was this enormous financial burden which VirakeSari had 
to imnose on the already rather weakened Khurda, which ultimately caused its fina 
collapse only two decades Jater under the rule of the Marathas. 


THE FALL OF KHURDA UNDER THE MARATHAS IN 1760/61 


Already in 1742, only few vears after VirakeSari had regained the ancestral throne at 
Khurd\, a sanguinary struggle for the supremacy in Eastern India began between the 
Maratha king of Nagpur, Raghuji Bhonsla, and the Dewan of Bengal, Alivardi Khan. 
Orissa was for several years thc main theatre of operations and was-“finally ceded by 
Alivardi to the Marithas in 1751. 

The first two Maratha Governors in Orissa were Muslims who were appointed 
by a mutual agreement between the Mardathas and the Nawab of Bengal. Both 
Governors did not interfer into the peculiar ‘“‘dyarchical’”’ power structure of Central 
Orissa which had bcen settlud between the previous Suibahdars-and the Gajapatis of 
Khurda “‘whom all the other Zamindars of the country worshiy like a god.” 

This situation changed suddenly when Seo Bhatt Saths (Siv” Bhatta) in 1759 
became the first Hindu governor of Orissa. One of his first acts in Orissa was to” 
dismantle the Khurda territory. When Jagannatha Narayana, the powerful Raja of 
the South Orissan Godajata state Parlakhemundi, as an alleged descendant-or the 
Imperial Gangas and a pretender to the Gajapati throne,®® attacked Khurda, ‘the 
warithas first helped VirekeSsari of Khurda to drive him out. But under the pretext 
of collecting the debt of 100.000: rupies which Virakesari had promised to the- 
Marathis, Seo Bhatt confiscatsd rembai and ?ahang, the two most fertile parganda- 
districts of Khurda, occupied Puri, and mediatised 14 Giadajita States which were 
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unasr Khurda®? since Akbar. It is explicable that Seo Bhatt seized Lembai and Rahang 
as mo:tgage. The occupation of Puri and the m-diatization of Khurda’s Feudatory 
States, however, can only be exn'ained as a wilful act to destroy the very foundations 
of Khurdc’s kingship. This is clearly revealed dy the account of 1. Motte ‘ko travel- 
led throvgh Orissa only few years Jater in 1776 A.D.: “When Ragoojee entcred 
Orissa, at the instigation of Meer Hi bbeeb, he found these parts divided into small 
Zemindaries dependant on the Rajah of Poouree at whose capital is the famous temple 
of Jaggernaut, near Chilka-lake. This prince was regarded by his subjects in a reli- 
gious light also, and appeared forriidable to the Maharattas, who, apprehensive lest 
he might seize a favourable opportunity to cut off the communication between Nagpur 
and Cnttack, resolved to reduce his power by dividing it. He made the petty Zamin- 
dars independent of him, and formed the chuklas [divisions] of Dinkanol [Dhenkanal], 
Bonkey [Bankil, Ne: -‘ngpoor [Narsingpur], Togorea [Tigiria], Tochair [Talcher], 
Chunda Para [Khandpara], Dispulla [Capalla], Hindole [Hindol], Unsool, [Angul] and 
Boad [Baud]”.8® 
As in the cease of Mansingh'’s relation with Ramacandra I, it is quite under- 
standable that the Hindu dynasty of the Marathas, as the new masters of Orissa, 
were suspicious of the high position held by the Rajis of Khurda. Their important 
role in the Jagannatha cult and their close relatiorship with the feudatory rijas of 
Orissa made the Gajapatis appear the ‘“‘secret” ruler of Orissa. Consequertly the 
Marathas took over the administration of the Jagannitha temple and “freed” the 
fourteen Gadajdta “tates. The Gajapati kingship of Khurda had thus survived about 
170 years of Muslim rule, hut it was reduced «0 the status of a local zaminddri only 
few years after a rival Hindu dynasty had conquered Orissa. The Rajas of Khurda 
seem to have retained only a nominal position as Gajapetis in the Jagannatha cult. 
They had still their own regnal years (arika) and they were allowed to send “‘royal 
letters” (chamu cithau) to the rajas and chiefs of Orissa—otherwise the control over 
the Jagannatha cult had passed completely into the hands of a group of temple admi- 
nistrators which were appointed by the Marathas. 


THE RiTUAL RELATIONSHIP OF THE RAJAS OF KHURDA 
WITH THEIR FEUDATORY RAJAS 


Finally I would like to stress a peculiar aspect of the relationship between tre 
Gajapatis of Khurda and their feucatory rajas in Central Orissa. The powerful 
Gajapatis of the imperial Gangas and S'iryavamSsa kad confined tke Jagannitha cult 
more or less-to the politcal and religious centers of their empire-~Cuttack ard Puri— 


837 MP, 1, p.- 79. 
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been very goed in Puri durirg ‘he 18th century: “At Par‘ttam (=Puri). Hindus unlike their prac- 
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and they used to threaten their political opponents with the wrath of their state de.ty. 
The Rajas of Khurda, however, having lost the actual power to “monopolize” rhe 
Jagannatha cult, during their struggle with the Subahdars at Cuttack tried to gain 
and to assure the support of their feudatory rajas (samanta rd@jds) by “snaring” their 
own position in the state cult with them (See map 3). This interesting aspect of the 
Jagannatha cult is known from a number of royal letters (chamu citha-) or grants 
(sanads) which, till recently, werc either unitnown or unnoticed.®® In these royal letters 
which were usually addressed to the administrator (pariksd) of the Jagannatha temple, 
the Raja of Khurda announced ‘he visit of a feudatory raja to Puri who had applied 
for special privileges during this visit. These letters, therefore, usually “-clude a 
detailed list of the ritual privileges which were to be granted to the feudatory rAijas 
and their families during tueir worship of Jagannatha. They also often prescribed the 
donations which the rajas should receive from the temple treasur2, as well as those 
which the feudatory rajas had promised to prescnt to Jagannatha. 

ft is extiemely informative to trece the political, background .of these royal 
letters and grants. Out of the roughly. 100 chammnu cithans which are known to have 
been issued by the Khurda Rajas, morc than 80 per cent belong to’ the late 17th and 
to the first half of the 18th century. We have already seen that this was precisely the 
time when Khurda had to struggle for its political survival. 

Most interesting in this respect are the royal letters of Rimacandra I and 
his son Virakesari. Out of the 14 royal letters which we possess from Riémacandra II 
altogether 11 are dated from the year 1733 and are connected with “the great car 
festival. We have already seen that during the preparation. for the Navakalevara ritual 
Rimuacandra had returned with the Jagannatha image from his exile in South Orissa 
in order to prevent his- son and the Muslim governor from controlling this most 
important ritual of the Jagannatha cult. In his desperate war on- two fronts which he 
fought r.early without any miilitary power, he tried to win the support of his feuda- 
tories through-~rilual concessions in the Jagannatha cult. All kiss royal letters, were 
intended for his adjoining feudatories of Baramba,’* Tigeria, ”Khandr ara,’ Ranpur™ 
(see fig. 72), whese support was most essential for him. Another letter referred to 
the Raja of Khallikota,’® whose zamindari had once been an important Station -on 
Jaganndtha’s flight beyond the borders of Orissa. All these rajas were allowed by 
Ramacandra’s royal orders to perform special rituals during their worship of 


90 The following lines are based” on the JSV, and on the chdamu cithdus which belong 
to the paimleaf collection of the Duula Karana (DK) of Puri and which were bought by the Orissa 
Research Project in 1971 and donatec to the Orissa State Muszum in Bhubaneswar in August 1974, 
See also Kulke 1974, p. 65-57 and 1975, chapter VIII, 2. 
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Jaganratha ard they received the sacred S4r/t (turban) as a token of their auknow- 
led'rement.?® 

After Virakesari was atls to regain-his ancestral throne in 1739 under heavy 
financial concessions to the Sibahdar, he assumed high sounding titles‘and followed 
the “chamu cithau-policy” ot his rather in order to strengthen the already deadly 
weakended position of his dynast;. Altogether 34 royal letters are known from _ his 
reign, th~ highest number which we possess from a Raja of Khurda. Tle function of 
these letters is obvious when we take into consideration that out of these 34 Jetters 
24 are dated from the period betweer. 1742 and 1751. This was exactly tne time when 
due to tine struggle between Raghuji Bhonsla and Alivardt Khan a quasi-anarchical 
situatiun was prevalent in Orissa, during wnich both the feudatory rajas and Virake- 
Sari of Khurda tried to consolidate their power. 

In this situatiowu VirakeSari granted special privileges to 15 gadajata rajds of 
Orissa and to princely visitors fron: Delhi and Assam.” The 15 rajas, with the 
exception of thuse from Kujang and Sonpur (in the Mahanadi delta aad West ‘Orissa, 
respectively) were a// feudatories of Khurda since Akbar s time (see map 6). This 
fact clearly reveals the direct relation between political dependence and ritual privi- 
Jeges in the Jagannatha cult and it illustrates to what an extent the Rajas of Kkurda, 
in their desperate power struggle, were willing to use the Jagannatha cult for their 
political ends. 

Most illustrative are in this respect VirakeSari’s royal letters to Raja Jagan- 
nitha of Athgari in South Orissa. The Raja of Athgarh and his father nad helped 
VirakeSsur1 and his father Rémacandra II during their most difficult time. In 1/31 
Raghunatha had given shelter to the prince VirakeSari after his father had been 
imprisoned by Taqi Khan. From 1733-1736 the Raja Jaganniatha had offered shelter 
to the Lord of Puri for which he constructed a small temple in a yillage near Athgarh 
which he donated, together with three other villages, for the maintenance of the cult 


86 On the significance of Séadhi {(Sdarht) see also above chapter 13, footnote 25. 
97 Kujang: DK, 2-11-77R. " 
Ranpur: DK, 2-1-2R; 2-8-15V; 2-8-25R; 5-11-9V; JSV, p. 144; 145. 
Nayagarh: DK, 4-12-59R. 
Barki: JSV, p. 136. 
Tigeria: DK, 3-6-10R; 2-11-31 V. 
Angul: DK, 5-11-9V. 
Dhenkanal: DK, 2-1-5R; 2-8-1 R; 2-8-25R; 2-8-28R. 
Talcher: DK, 2-1-5R; 2-8-25R; 2-8-28R. 
Sonpur: DK, 5-1-4R. 
Ghumsur: DK, 2-1-33V; 3-6-13T; 3-6-13V; 5-11-9V, 
Banpur: DK, 2-1-33V; 2-3-2 V; 5-1-18R; 5-1-10R. 
.Afhgarh: DK, 2-1-33V; 3-3-7Y, JSV, p. 131, 132, 
Khallikota: DK, 5-11-9V, 
Tokkali. DK, 2-13-. 6R. 
Assam: D <, 2-1-7R. 
Peihi: DK, 2-8-13V; JSV, >. 133 
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Of Jagannitha and kis priests. 

In the-year 1746 Virakesari in appr-ciation of this help conferred the heritabie 
title “Haricandana Jagaddeva” upon the Raja of ‘Athgarh during his visit of Puri: 
“Being mercyful, we bestow on you the title of Haricandana Jagaddeva and sanction 
to use vehicles run “by a pair or horses alorg with a turban in which an elephant 
emblem made of silver is enshrined. Thou shall remain forever loyal at our fest with 
care. We haye given necessary orde1 to Baliyarsimha, the manager of the temple of 
ଏ Jagannitha, to make adequate arrangements for your darSana in the temple. You 
may perform the offering to the deities as you might desire by presenting an, property 
you may like.’’?? | 

In the following year 1747 the Raja of Athgarh granted a village in his estate 
to Lord Jaganniatha at Puri for the purpose of his amrtamarioni-offerings.3°® Mean- 
while Raja Jaganratha of Athgarh, ‘“‘remaining 1oyal at Virakesaris fect”, had helped 
again tne Raja of Khurda who sent a further loyal letter to kim: “As” you have been 
engaged in a véry difficult task in our favour, Bakhsi Hamir Khan’! has been sent to 
Banpur. You should join him and help him to accomplish the. work entrusted to him 
on our behalf. Showing favour t¢ you, we have appointed you as the Pariksa 
(superintendent) of the temple of ଏ Jagannatha. You should maintain the services of 
the gods\carefully and in a proper manner.”!®* 

We don’t know the precise nature of the “very difficult task” in which the 
Raja of Athgarh had been engaged for Virakesari of Khurda, ns 7 do we know the 
further “work entrusted to him” anc to Khurda’s general. But it is very likely that 
they .were directly connected with the fights in South Orissa against the troops of 
Hyderabad under Asaf Jah who had become the military district officer ( faujdar) 
at Ichapuram in 1742.3°% In 1746/47 Athgarh seems to have been already under the 
control of Hyderabad. Banpur nad thus become the border region of the Khurda 
territory. From the above letter it seems likely that VirakeSsarr of Khurda demanded 
from the Raja of Athgarh military support for his general who had g ne to Banpur 

either in order todefend the border or to regain lost territory at the Chilka lake. Jn 
order to assure “the support of the Raja of Athgarh, VirakeSsari appointed him as “he 


a ~~ 
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superintendent of the Jagannatha temple.!°* 

Raja Jagannatha of Athgarh seem, to have implemented the instructions to 
the satisfaction of VirakeSari because he sent a further letter to him: “We learn from 
tie letter which you have dispatched to us. .You have cequerted us to grant the 
privilege of beating a big drum (nag &) on the back of an elephant. Your request has 
been granted by us’”’ In a further royal letter of the same year, which has the character 
of an official grant (sanad), VirakeSsar! contirmed the former rights and granted 
further privileges to the Raja of Athgarh. Furthermore, the Raja of Athgarh received 
land and a big house in Puri “for performing the service of a pariksa@ of the main 
temple”. 

These royal letters of Virakesari are an outstanding example for the late 
medieval ritual policy of Hindu rajas. In his desperately weakened position VirakeSsari 
triad to regain through ritual means the former power of his ancesiors while at the 
same time—on the eve of the British conquest—the struggle for power in Orissa was 
revived between the successor states of the Moghuls, i.e. between the Dewans of 
Benegal, the Marathas of Nagpur and the Nizam of Hyderabad. The Rijs of Khurda 
granted to their feudatories privileges in the Jaganratha cult at Puri and royal status 
syn-bols and reconfirmed them in their position as sdmavnta rajas. But these privileges 
were connected with the order to ‘‘remain forever loyal at ou- feet” and to ‘“‘maintain 
the services of the gods carefully.” It has often rightly been argued that in India 
both the special teudal type of military obligation’®® and the persona! bond derived 
from the commendation «nd the oath of nllegiance were unknown to ‘“‘Indian 
Feudalism”. However, the case of Khurda shows to what an extent the ritual 
bond betweer the feudatories and the state dcity (rasfra-devatd) which was under the 
control of the central raja, substituted the personal feudal bond hich had characteriz- 
ed the western type of feudalism. 


104 JSV, p. 132f; the last Zorter is part:y reprinted in Kulke 1974, np. 67. 
105 see e.g. D.C. Sircar 1: 66, p. 58. 
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